
LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY 

Library Users’ Committee 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st March 2012 

Dr R D Seager (Chair) 

Dr L Budd   Dr D Coates   Dr D Heath 

Dr R Hodgkins  A Jenkins   R Jenkins  

Dr J Leaman   R Sandford   A Sutton 

In attendance from the Library: Jeffery Brown, Louise Fletcher, Becky Laing, Steph 
McKeating, Frank Parry, Sharon Reid, Ruth Stubbings, Helen Young. 

 

1. Introduction to new members and apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from: Dr G Egan, Dr M Hallnas, Dr J-S Kim, Prof J 
McGuigan, Dr G Shama. 

 

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2011 were confirmed. 

 

3. Matters arising 
• Academic Services Team. Ruth Stubbings requested any feedback on the 

effectiveness of the new team structure and liaison contacts. 
• Materials Budget. Jeff Brown reported that staff/student statistics will continue 

to be made available from the Planning Office at departmental level. We can 
continue to calculate the materials budget at departmental level for as long as 
this is the case. It was agreed that departmental budget allocations would be 
preferable to whole School budgets. 

• Library Opening Hours. Ruth Jenkins requested feedback on the Christmas 
vacation Tuesday night opening, (as opposed to our usual Monday night 
opening).  Tuesday night was selected to enable Business School students to 
use our facilities, but some programmes have teaching on Tuesday evenings. 
Action: Louise Fletcher and Dave Coates to discuss this matter further with 
Business School colleagues. It was noted that the Library endeavours to 
match its opening hours to levels of demand whilst remaining within its budget, 
and that previous requests for additional funding to extend opening hours 
have been turned down. 



• Librarian’s Annual Report. Ruth Jenkins confirmed the location of the Annual 
Report on the new Library webpages, and asked for any comments. 

 

4. Provision of course text books 

A meeting was held in January, with 7 LLOs in attendance, to discuss managing 
student expectations in relation to the provision of course textbooks. Ruth 
Stubbings asked for feedback from the group. Tony Sutton reported that the 
Wolfson School are currently considering spending £100 per head on textbooks 
for new students. The group were asked to promote the captivate guide to using 
E-books via Library Catalogue Plus. The University Learning & Teaching 
committee has requested that the term ‘Essential Text’ is no longer used and the 
group agreed that ‘Key Text’ was acceptable. The terms ‘buy’ or ‘recommended 
for purchase’ should not be used in the reading lists system and the LLOs were 
asked to encourage their colleagues to make appropriate changes to their lists. 
Ruth Stubbings requested people contact her to share effective practice in 
encouraging students to read for a forthcoming training session. 

 

5. Librarian’s Report 
• The new Library web site has been launched and feedback is welcomed. 
• LUPIN publications database has rolled out to all Academics and 

Researchers. 
• It has been decided that the Library Ambassadors project model is 

unsustainable. It will be replaced next year with a pilot project to fund 
student projects related to the Library. 

• The General Library user survey will be carried out later this spring, using 
similar questions to those used the last time we did this three years ago. 
Questions will be asked on Library Catalogue Plus, the new website and 
the physical space. 

• If the University is successful in its bid to deliver teaching and research on 
the Olympic Park, it is envisaged and Library services and other support 
services will be delivered virtually rather than having a physical presence. 

• The Library now officially advises on Copyright and queries can be sent to 
copyright@lboro.ac.uk. A new blog has been launched to offer assistance. 

• With regards to Louisa Webb, on behalf of the Library Users’ Committee a 
donation was made to charity, and we would like to formally give thanks 
for her service to this committee. 
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6. Refurbishment of Level 4 

Ruth Jenkins gave a presentation on the planned refurbishment of Level 4. 

 

7. Announcements and departmental developments 

There were no comments from the departments and no new strategic plans. 

 

8. Chair of the Library Users’ Committee 

Volunteers were sought to replace Rob Seager. Both Jeremy Leaman and Tony 
Sutton agreed to consider the position. They were asked to contact Ruth Jenkins 
with their decision by 9th April. 

 

9. Any other business 

Jeremy Leaman raised the issue of the position of the Library on the University 
homepage and the necessity of scrolling down the screen to see this. Ruth 
Jenkins responded that we had surveyed other university library webpages and 
not all university libraries appear on their institutional homepage. The Web 
Development Team in Marketing and Communications included a link to the 
Library on the Loughborough University homepage in response to user feedback.  

 

10. Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 9th May 2012 (Caroline Walker will be attending this meeting) 

 

 

 

   


